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Investigating the Innovation of Qajar Era Artists and Weavers in
Continuing Iranian Identity and Culture

Elahe Imani,
Assistant Professor of Department of Carpet, Shiraz University of arts

Abstract

During the Qajar dynasty, a kind of transformation took place in the society that caused changes
and growth in production, trade, and as a result, innovation in the use and designs of rugs.
Among these innovations are pictorial rugs, which, unlike the abstract designs of Iranian rugs,
had a theme and were hung on the wall. This study seeks to find out how rug artists and weavers
have displayed the components of identity and culture in these pictorial carpets? The main
purpose of this study is to find out how weavers and artists' innovation in these rugs continuity
the Iranian identity and culture. Therefore, the research method of the present study is
descriptive-analytical and the data has been collected from library resources. In this regard, from
all the examples in this research, five kingdom themes have been selected and each of them has
been studied with Saussure's structuralism analysis approach to examine the Paradigmatic and
Syntagmatic axis of pictorial patterns instead of abstract patterns of rugs. Finally, it was
concluded that artists and weavers, in addition to the Symbols and signs of the Qajar region, used
mythical, historical, and intercultural symbols and replaced them with narrative motifs using
different context instead of traditional motifs and accompanying them with the margin and
general structure of Iranian rugs have led to the continuation of Iranian identity and culture in
this type of rugs, thus innovation in their Paradigmatic and Syntagmatic axis succeeded in
continuing the cultural identity in these rugs.

Key Words: Qajar Era, Pictorial Rugs Innovation, Identity and Culture
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Common Symbols between Mithraism and Christianity

Abstract

It’s about more than 3 thousand years that the Iranians have celebrated “Yald” in 21th
December. This day is celebrated in the Christian world at the birth of Christ, which was
changed to December 25th in the fourth century AD due to the mistake of calculating leap years.
Many churches throughout Europe have been marked by many signs of Mithraism in the early
centuries of Christianity. For the church, Mithraism was intrusive, and its memorials from the
Roman Empire show that it is welcoming and gratifying among the people. Clergies have tried a
lot to vanish Mithraism. So by their attempts, Mithraism was a forgotten name for a long period
in Europe, and even in the 15th and 16th centuries, archeologists considered Mithraism
memorials as a symbol of mythical gods and heroes of Rome. But in recent years, by studying
the Scriptures, there are many similarities between the symbolic characteristics of this religion
and Christianity. The influence of the Mihr on the Western lands and the survival of its origins in
Christianity, as well as its survival as pictorial symbols that are repeated or re-established in the
next period, have confirmed the adoption of firm foundations of Mithraism, which has been able
to accept changes in Concepts but preserve several characters such as symbols, shapes, or vice
versa, by preserving concepts and changing its manifestation such as form and manner, survive
to the present time as a one of most popular religion in early Christianity. This led officiates to
acquire the manifestations of Mithraism and entering them into Christianity, in order to gather
followers and attract fans towards themselves through capturing the appearance of Mithraism,
and sometimes even by adding some of concepts of this popular rite such as the "Prophet of
Peace and kindness and the Savior". This article deals with this question: what are the common
symbolic features of Christianity? It was concluded that the commonality of these two religions
is not only in the symbolic appearances, which is also often found in the basic concepts and
paths of conduct. Moreover, we could result that in a specific period of time these tow religions
could attract a lot of people due to the promising and at the same time kind character, which
could help suffering peoples and soothe their pains. In this regard, the descriptive-analytical
method and the library and observational method are used.

Key Words: Mithraism; Christianity; Christian Symbols and Meaning; Mithraism Symbols and
Meaning
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Abstract

The title of the current research is “A study on literary Hypertextuality of Hannibal Alkhas artworks
according to transtextuality theory.” The purpose of this research is applied done by descriptive-
analytical method based on Transtextuality theory and Hypertextuality Approach by desk research on
6 works of Hannibal Alkhas. Hypertextuality is a type of Transtextuality that investigates the
derivation and influence of the relationship between the text with the texts before it. In this research,
examines those works of Alkhas that include the text of poetry in his painting. Examined poetry as
the Hypotext and painting as the Hypertext. Research seeks answers to how poetry and painting are
related to Alkhas' works and how to find the meaning of his works by Hypertextuality Approach. The
findings show that according to the research hypothesis, Alkhas's tendency to literature has led him
to create works that have a literary theme. He established a re-link between painting and literature in
contemporary art. He has shown poetic themes with symbolic elements, colors, forms and facial
expression. In some of his works, using negative space, sketch and color reduction, he has tried to
convey the sense, emotions and illustration of poetry.

Key words: Transtextuality- Hypertextuality - Hannibal Alkhas- Poetry- painting
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