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The role of women in Inter-family Peace

Elham Ghotbifar', Seyed Kamaleddin Mousavi"

Abstract

The role that women can play in peace and reconciliation is one of the topics that have
attracted the attention of researchers today. Playing this role can include a wide social
scope such as inter-ethnic, inter-religious, inter-regional, international peace, etc., but,
dealing with each of them requires an independent time and opportunity. Therefore, the
focus of this research has been mainly on analyzing the role of women in creating peace
at small levels such as inter-family peace. The current research was conducted in
Kashan city and the sample population of the research consists of 150 women belonging
to several kinship groups living in this city, which were selected by snowball sampling
method and studied in the spring of 1402. The theoretical framework of the research is
mainly the gender theory of peace (Webel, Galtung), the feminist theory of peace
(Reardon) and the theory of field and capitals (Bourdieu). The results of the research
showed that the level of inter-family peace among the studied society was at a middle
level. Also, the level of women's participation in creating and maintaining peace
between families has been at a middle level. The most common and widely used
techniques used by women to create peace between families are prevention, detterance
and negotiation respectively. The results of the hypothesis test showed that, except for
the habitus, the rest of the factors and variables such as attitude towards inter-family
peace, age, education, types of capital, keenship structure and the level of familiarity
with peace techniques are all related to the women's participation in creating and
maintaining family peace. The regression analysis also showed that the set of factors
mentioned above can explain 57% of the changes in the dependent variable i.e. women's
participation in inter-family peace. This result shows the effectiveness of the main
independent variables of the present study.

Keywords: inter-family peace, habitus, keenship structure, peace technics
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