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Transparency, Accountability, and Anti-Corruption in
Municipalities: A Review of the Duties and Capacities of the
Legal Unit

Abstract

Administrative corruption in local institutions—especially municipalities—can lead to a decline
in the quality of urban services, an increase in public costs, the erosion of public trust, and a
slowdown in urban development processes. Among these, the concepts of “transparency,”
“accountability,” and “anti-corruption” emerge as a strategic link in good governance.
Transparency facilitates oversight, accountability establishes mechanisms for responsibility, and
anti-corruption provides preventive and reactive tools to neutralize illicit interests. The legal unit
of municipalities, due to its specialized position in the domains of contracts, litigation,
misconduct, and regulatory compliance, can play a coordinating role between the legal
requirements of transparency and accountability, as well as the design and implementation of
anti-corruption mechanisms. However, in practice, challenges such as limited authority, a gap
between legal decision-making and managerial policymaking, the absence of standardized
procedures, and a weakness in reliable data may diminish the effectiveness of legal capacities.
The objective of this review article is to present a systematic overview of the duties and
capacities of municipal legal units across three axes: transparency, accountability, and anti-
corruption. Subsequently, it offers a set of recommendations in four dimensions: legal,
managerial, technical, and social. These recommendations are formulated with a focus on
corruption prevention, reducing opportunities for conflict of interest, strengthening legal
controls, and enhancing reporting and adjudication mechanisms.

Keywords: Transparency, Accountability, Administrative Corruption, Municipality, Legal Unit,
Contracts, Oversight, Anti-Corruption.
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