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The Role of International Relations in Urban Branding and
Enhancing the Global Position of Cities

Abstract

In the contemporary world, cities are no longer regarded merely as administrative and spatial
units within national borders; rather, they have emerged as active actors in international
relations. Through networking, city diplomacy, transnational cooperation, and participation in
global flows, cities increasingly seek to enhance their position within the competitive
international system. In this context, urban branding has gained growing importance as a
strategic process aimed at constructing, representing, and consolidating a desirable urban identity
and image in the minds of domestic and international audiences.This article aims to examine the
role of urban international relations in urban branding and to explain how such relations
contribute to enhancing the global standing of cities. The study adopts a review—analytical
approach and, drawing on theoretical foundations and previous research, analyzes the concepts,
mechanisms, instruments, and outcomes of the linkage between urban international relations and
urban branding.The findings indicate that tools such as city twinning, membership in global
urban networks, cultural diplomacy, hosting international events, economic diplomacy, and the
use of digital media play a significant role in increasing visibility, generating symbolic capital,
attracting investment, developing tourism, and strengthening cities’ soft power. At the same
time, the success of this process requires an integrated strategy, a clear local identity, citizen
participation, institutional coordination, and alignment between the projected image and the lived
urban reality.Accordingly, the article concludes that urban international relations, when
strategically managed, can function as one of the most important instruments for strengthening
urban branding and enhancing the global position of cities.

Keywords: International Relations, Branding, Urban Branding, Global Position of Cities
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