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An Analytical Approach to the Effects of Nationalism
during the First Pahlavi Era (with Three Case Studies)

Maha Shojaei!, Majid Shojaei?, Zahra Yazdanian® Mobina Zahadiyan*

Abstract

Iranian architecture has taken various forms throughout different historical periods, with
an emphasis on national inclinations and the preservation of cultural heritage. During
the Sassanian era, the promotion of Hakhamehshi culture and architecture served as a
symbol of national identity preservation. In the Pahlavi period, an emphasis on
nationalism and a retrospective view of past civilizations, combined with Western
architectural influences, became evident. Architects of that time made efforts to shape a
national style that blended historical elements, ancient architecture, and the cultural
heritage of that era in Pahlavi architecture. The goal was to showcase Iran's grandeur
and magnificence in contemporary architecture.

The characteristics of nationalism during the First Pahlavi era are the subject of this
article. Using a qualitative and descriptive-analytical approach, the research aims to
evaluate the effects of nationalism during that period. By examining three case studies
within this architectural style, the study seeks to better understand the components,
dimensions, and reasons behind the emergence of nationalism. The research results
demonstrate the resemblance between ancient and national styles during the First
Pahlavi era, serving as a symbol of Iran's illustrious history.

Keywords: Architecture, Nationalism, Pahlavi |, Ferdowsi Mausoleum, Iran
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