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A Comparative Study of Iranian, French, and Japanese Gardens
in Terms of Water Systems and Geometry in Design (With Three
Case Studies)
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Abstract

Gardens have long been recognized as symbols of the connection between humans
and the surrounding nature, creating a space that brings tranquility and offers an
escape from the chaotic urban world. These spaces, in addition to generating visual
beauty, encompass extensive cultural, social, and environmental functions. Architects'
efforts throughout history have reflected various cultural and ideological dimensions;
Iranian gardens, with their emphasis on symmetry, water flow, and spiritual concepts;
French gardens, showcasing grandeur and geometric order; and Japanese gardens,
with their focus on naturalism and harmony with the environment, have each played a
fundamental role in the development and evolution of garden design. They continue to
influence architecture and landscape design from the past to the present. The
similarities between the principles of garden design in Iranian, French, and Japanese
gardens is a topic that this paper aims to explore through a qualitative-comparative
and interpretive-historical approach. The objective of this research is to examine three
case studies concerning the water systems and geometry in garden design, to gain a
deeper understanding of the similarities and differences in the design processes of
gardens in these three cultures. The studies conducted reveal that despite the structural
and cultural differences, all three garden styles—Iranian, Japanese, and French—share
common elements in their use of geometry, water, and plant cover as key design
elements, though their approaches to spatial organization, interaction with nature, and
aesthetic concepts are distinct.
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