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Urban Sustainable Revenue Management and the Role of the
Accounting System in Its Transparency

Abstract

Urban revenue sustainability has become one of the most critical challenges facing municipal
financial management in recent decades. The heavy reliance on unstable sources such as
construction charges and property sales has led to fluctuating revenues, reduced capacity for
long-term investment, and increased dependency of municipalities on temporary financial
support from central government. In this context, the accounting system — as the fundamental
infrastructure of financial transparency and revenue control — has gained growing attention. The
purpose of this review article is to explain the concept of urban sustainable revenue management
and examine the role of accounting systems in improving financial transparency and municipal
accountability. Findings from previous research and global experiences reveal that the design
and implementation of a comprehensive and integrated accounting system can provide an
effective tool to identify, track, and analyze sustainable revenue sources, enabling municipalities
to realistically assess the share of local resources, the actual cost of public services, and the
continuity of financial flows in development projects. Moreover, the transparency achieved
through a precise accounting system based on public sector accounting standards (such as
IPSAS) helps prevent resource waste, enhances citizen trust, and promotes data-driven
decision-making. Overall, the results indicate that the intelligent combination of sustainable
revenue policies and an efficient accounting system constitutes the foundation of sustainable
urban financial governance, paving the way toward balanced development and fiscal equity in
cities.

Keywords: urban sustainable revenues; accounting system; financial transparency; urban
management; financial accountability; sustainable development
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